
Getting Started with Book Punch for Teachers

MERIT SOFTWARE | Have a question? Call us toll free: (800) 753-6488 | www.meritsoftware.com

Getting Started with Book Punch
               for Teachers



Getting Started with Book Punch for Teachers page 2

Book Punch Overview

Book Punch guides students through the steps of thinking and writing about well-known core
literature for grade levels 3 through 9.

The program for each book title has 3 online interactive units as follows:

•  Text-to-Self: Based on themes from the book, students write paragraphs
about their own experiences.

•  Evidence and Inference: Students write paragraphs or essays that
connect details with ideas in the book to infer a deeper meaning from
what they are reading.

•  Reading Check: Students write a paragraph about facts and/or events
from the book to ensure that they have read it.

Each book title includes these content specific printables:

•  Lesson Plan Aid (for grade levels 6-9, Thesis Worksheet included)
•  Two Crossword puzzles (starter and challenge)
•  Word Search puzzle
•  Evidence and Inference Worksheet for each Evidence and Inference writing prompt

The Book Punch Series Manual contains detailed instructions and suggestions for using the
program as well as the following printable worksheets:

•  Merit Writing Assessment Rubric (Optional)
•  Vocabulary Exploration
•  Character Exploration
•  Compare and Contrast Characters
•  Brainstorming
•  Prove It
•  Independent Follow-up for paragraph writing topics
•  Independent Follow-up for essay writing topics
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Select the Activities and Lessons that Fit With Your Students 

The core activities for each Book Punch

title are the online interactive writing

prompts that engage students to focus

their thinking about the particular book.

The online interactive units, along with

the Lesson Plan Aid, the Series Manual

and the printable Worksheets provide

numerous activities for the book.

Between the independent student work

and suggested group work, one Book

Punch title can offer hours of instruction.

We encourage you to review the

documents to select the activities and

lessons that fit with your students.
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Using the Lesson Plan Aid and the Printable Worksheets

The Lesson Plan Aid contains the

writing prompts presented in the three

interactive units, suggested vocabulary

words, and suggested prompts for

classroom discussion.

The Book Punch Series Manual is a

resource for implementing the program

and for mini lessons to support reading

comprehension and the writing process.

We recommend that you print the

Lesson Plan Aid, Worksheets and

Series Manual.

To access the documentation and

printables go to the Course Information

page for the Book Punch program you

plan to use with your students.

(From your home page, click the course

name to go to the course’s information

page.)
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Helping Students Organize their Thoughts and Make Connections to the Text

The Text-to-Self online interactive

prompts may be used as a pre-reading

activity or as an activity while students

are reading the book.

The Text-to-Self writing prompts can be

used as a jumping off point for group

work and class discussion.

The Text-to-Self writing prompts help to

enrich students’ reading experience.

Students write paragraphs that help

them relate their own experiences to

events that take place in the book.

Students choose between three Text-to-

Self Topics, ensuring a vested interest

in their writing assignment.

For classroom follow-up have students

share their work in progress and

published work, in small groups or with

the whole class.
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Helping Students Recognize (Infer) the Ideas in the Book from the Details (Evidence) Given

The Evidence and Inference online

interactive writing prompts challenge

students to understand the relationship

between the facts, details and ideas in

the book.

The Evidence and Inference writing

prompts can be a jumping off points for

mini lessons on such topics as: fact vs.

opinion, supporting statements,

inferences from text, related ideas, and

the use of present tense.

The Evidence and Inference

Worksheets will focus students and help

them plan their writing.  Have students

fill out the worksheets while they are

reading the book.

Encourage students to use the

worksheets to determine whether they

have recognized (inferred) the ideas in

the book from the details (evidence)

given.



Getting Started with Book Punch for Teachers page 7

Using Book Punch as a Reading Check

The Reading Check online interactive

writing prompt tests students'

knowledge and understanding of the

book.  The Reading Check unit

evaluates students’ paragraphs using a

key point check.

The Reading Check may be used in

class study of a Book Punch book for an

after reading activity.

The Reading Check may be used in an

independent reading program when

students select a Book Punch book to

read on their own.


	Getting Started with Book Punch for Teachers
	Book Punch Overview
	Select the Activities and Lessons that Fit With Your Students 
	Using the Lesson Plan Aid and the Printable Worksheets
	Helping Students Organize their Thoughts and Make Connections to the Text
	Helping Students Recognize (Infer) the Ideas in the Book from the Details (Evidence) Given
	Using Book Punch as a Reading Check


