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Merit® Online Learning
Essay Punch®

Skill Levels 7 and above
Middle School through College Prep
Intermediate English Language Learners through Advanced
Suitable for Adult Literacy and Special Needs Students

Complete program: 3 units
DESCRIPTION (Unit 1), INFORMATION (Unit 2), PERSUASION (Unit 3)

Internet Explorer 6.0+ (Windows)
Safari 3.0+ (Windows and Mac)
Firefox 2.0+ (Windows, Linux, and Mac)

What Does Essay Punch® Do?

Essay Punch helps students develop their essay writing skills. It teaches three different ways to
develop an essay: through description, information, and persuasion.

Through pre-set writing prompts the program guides students step by step to develop an idea and
write their own short essay. Steps to finished essays include pre-writing, outlining, organizing,
revising, rewriting, and publishing.

Scope of the Program

The program contains 9 writing topics and 1,080 help prompts to guide students through each
step in the writing process.

Implementation

Suggested allocation of time for using the program

For best results we recommend that students use the program 35 to 40 minutes a session for two
to three sessions a week. Students would complete a writing assignment in three to five sessions.
The program should be used throughout the school year to build and reinforce skills.

Suggested overview of student sessions
First session: Choosing a topic, brainstorming, pre-writing, writing and organizing
Second and third sessions: Revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing

Students advance through the program at their own pace. The program accommodates students
with a wide range of skills and abilities. The program provides structure and support for students
who need the help and engages advanced students by encouraging them to stretch themselves
to improve their writing.
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Tracking students’ work
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Students and teachers are able to view progress and time-on-task through students' Online
Portfolios and Reports. The Online Portfolio stores all completed or published work. Students
and teachers can review student writing to see development and progress over an entire year.

Program Structure or “Anatomy of the Program”

The following pages are a teacher orientation to the Essay Punch program structure, using

sample screens from the program.

Student's Learning Center

MERIT  Welcame il Wood

Log out

Home((}nline Porﬂolio)epons ‘Preferences |

Merit Central E| My Learning Center
Merit Home Page Courses
QOrdering Information Writing
Online Learning Support Paragraph Punch - Reasons
P h Punch - Detail
Merit Methodology e etats
Paragraph Punch - Example
Contact Us Paragraph Punch - Sequence
Legal Paragraph Punch - Cause and Effects
Privacy Policy 5 UrenlQupch

Essay Punch - Description
g i g LAST PLAYED

Welcome to Merit

Online Learning A Memorable Experience

The programs you have
been assigned are in the

center of the page. An Important Person
Click the + next to each Essay Punch - Information
program name to see the Es

ssay Punch - Persuasion
units of the program.

COMMENTS

The student clicks the + next to the Essay Punch program to see the units of the program. The

student clicks the unit to start a lesson.

To see all saved writing the student clicks Online Portfolio in the menu bar.

Display Options: Text Size, Rewards, Background Color

MERIT' Welcome Bill Wood

< Back to Learning Center |

Log out

Reward Options

Do you want reward graphics?

& Yes
 No

Pick a reward theme.

Meritkins & i

Congrats ¢ | MNICE WORK
Confetti [

Background Color Options

Pick a background color.

Light Blue (default)

o]

Violet ©
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Students can choose a graphic reward theme, and choose a different background color when

they start a Essay Punch unit.

My Progress

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood

Style Sentence Slructure Grammar Proofreadmg Publishing ]

This program will help you to write a short essay that describes an interesting or memorable part of your
life. The aim of the essay is tell about it and to describe your feelings.

You will be asked to brainstorm.

Your ideas will be put into a list.

Then you will be asked to write sentences.

Next you will arrange your sentences into paragraphs.

In the last step you will combine your paragraphs to form an essay.

The section on which the
student is working. & Li t
< Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print | / ©g ou

The section or “step” on which the student is working is shown following the program name and

unit name, as well as in “My Progress.”

Introduction

The program introduces a specific type of essay - one that presents details, explanations or

reasons to support the subject of the essay.

Subject

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood g
< Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print |

Log out

Essay Punch - Description: Pre-Writing
Tip My Progress: Pre-Writing Thesis Building an Outline  Writing—Introductory Paragraph
Writing—-Body Organizing Coherence Writing—-Conclusion Reviewing--The First Draft | Revising-—-Content
Style Sentence Structure Grammar Proofreading  Publishing

Good! You are going to describe an event or experience in your life that had an effect on you.

(Here are a few examples: a family custom, a big mistake, a great achievement, a special occasion, an
illness in the family, moving away, a funny occurrence.)

Enter the event or experience you have chosen.
Input

Use only words or phrases. You will be asked to write sentences later.

Students are given several writing prompts and are asked to choose one as the focus of their

essay. Students personalize the subject they have chosen.

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Pre-Writing

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood

L it
< Back to Learning Center ‘ Subject | Print ‘ ogou

Essay Punch - Description: Pre-Writing

C] My Progress: Pre-Writing  Thesis  Building an Outline | Writing—-Infroductory Paragraph Writing—-Body
Organizing Coherence Writing-—-Conclusion Reviewing--The First Draft Revising—Content Style Sentence Structure
Grammar Proofreading Publishing

How did this experience affect you?

Input

Use only words or phrases. Be brief. You will be asked to write sentences later.

|Mure independent

3

Pre-Writing Notepad

& details » Packing
& details » Flight out
= importance » Big step

= importance » Scary/exciting
4

A series of questions encourage students to brainstorm their ideas. Students enter words or
phrases, not sentences. The program places students’ answers in the Pre-Writing Notepad.

Thesis

Students formulate a thesis statement that tells what the essay will be about.

Building an Outline

Students look at their pre-writing list for related ideas and group them as subtopics under a
heading. The program helps students to write possible headings. The program supplies Roman
numerals - |, Il, etc. - for the headings. It uses capital letters - A, B, etc. - for the subtopics.

Building an Outline

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood

L it
< Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print | g ou

Essay Punch - Description: Building an OQutline

My Progress: Building an Qutline Writing—Introductory Paragraph Writing—Body
Organizing Coherence Writing—-Conclusion Reviewing--The First Draft Revising--Content Style Sentence Structure
Grammar Proofreading Publishing

The ideas listed under a heading, or topic, are the supporting sentences, or SUBTOPICS.

Subtopics are set off by capital |etters

Together, the headings and the subtopics make up your outline.

[ oK |

Outline

|. What Happened =
A. Packing

B. Flight out
II. Why it Was Important
A_ Big step

B. Scary/exciting
lll. Effects on Me

A_ More independent

R Annrariate hama _'ﬂ
q »

Writing--Introductory Paragraph

Students are prompted to use their thesis statement as written or rephrase it to introduce their
essay. Students must write at least one follow-up sentence for their introductory paragraph.

Writing--Body

Students use the outline as their plan for writing the body paragraphs of their essay. The program
guides students step by step to expand each heading and its subtopics into sentences that form
paragraphs. Students are prompted to write at least three sentences for each paragraph.

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Writing--Body
MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood
Log out

<Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print Outline |

Essay Punch - Description: Writing--Body

:] My Progress:

Wiritina_ Bady  Oraanizino
Writing—-Body Organizing
Sentence Structure Gramm

Proofreading ' Publishing
Write another supporting sentence on another subtopic.
This could complete your paragraph.

Input

o Wit Camelie
e vviing-—-LOnGilsi

ion

I

————

Qutline

Essay Notepad

Il. Why it Was Important
A Big step
B. Scary/exciting

city. T spent weeks before the move deciding what to bring |«
with me, what to leave, and what to get later, once | was
settled. When the big day finally came, my family flew to
Manhattan with me to help me move in o my new dorm.

The move was important for several reasons. 1

had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so
going to a new city was a big deal. Also, it

would be my first time living on my own.

-

3 1

BT

Students write sentences for the body of the essay. The student's opening sentence appears in
the Writing Notepad. Students begin the body of the essay by choosing an item from the Pre-
Writing Notepad. They use this item in a sentence, which is saved in the Writing Notepad.

Organizing

Students see all the paragraphs they have written for the body of the essay. They have a chance
here to review and make any changes in the order of the paragraphs so that the essay is

organized in the most logical and effective way. Student may also add or delete
in this section.

Organizing

entire paragraphs

MERIT Welcome Bill Wood

< Back to Learning Center ‘ Subject | Print ‘ Outline |

Log out

Essay Punch - Description: Organizing

D My Progress:
Organizing Coherence  Writing—Conclusion Reviewing—-The First Draft Revising—Content Style Sentence Structure
Grammar Proofreading  Publishing

Look at the ORDER of the paragraphs IN THE BODY of your essay.
Could you crganize your paragraphs in a more interesting or more effective way?
First, decide which paragraph should follow your introduction.

If necessary, change the order by selecting the paragraph and using Up move/Down move.

Essay Notepad | Up move | Down move

= One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my belongings and moved from
a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was a very scary experience, but | rose to the
challenge and learned a lot along the way.

= The maove from Chicago to New York was quite an experience. | had moved before, but never to a different city | spent weeks
befare the move deciding what to bring with me, what to leave, and what to get later, once | was seftled. When the big day finally
came, my family flew to Manhattan with me to help me move in to my new dorm.

= The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so going to a new city was a big deal.
Also, it would be my first time living on my own_ It was a scary experience, but also exciting.

= |learned a lot from the move to New York. Living on my own made me much more independent. | learned to handle my own

problems without having to rely on others. It also made me appreciate home more.
4

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Coherence

The program provides examples of connecting words or phrases that improve the transition
between thoughts. Students are encouraged to add transitional words for a smooth flow from one

paragraph to the next

Writing--Conclusion

The program guides the student to write a concluding paragraph that restates their introductory
paragraph and sums up what their essay is about.

Reviewing - The First Draft

In this section, the Essay Notepad presents the essay as a whole unit for the first time. The

program asks students to check their work, paragraph by paragraph, using the Essay Notepad
buttons: Add, Remove, Move, or Edit.

Reviewing — The First Draft

MERIT Welcome Bill Wood r

< Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print | Outline | Log out
Essay Punch - Description: Reviewing--The First Draft

C] My Progress:

Reviewing—The First Draft  Revising—Content Style
Sentence Structure Grammar Proofreading Publishing

Good work! Now you can read a draft of your whole essay.

To get feedback before you revise your work, click Print in the blue bar to make a copy to share with your
teacher or classmates.

Click OK to go on to the revising section

Essay Draft

One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up
my belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York
City. It was a very scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

The move from Chicago to New York was quite an experience. i had moved before, but never
to a different city. | spent weeks before the move deciding what to bring with me, what to leave,
and what to get later, once | was settled. When the big day finally came, my family flew to
Manhattan with me to help me move in to my new dorm.

The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so

going to a new city was a big deal. Also, it would be my first time living on my own. It was a scary
experience, but also exciting.

Revising — Content

Here, the Essay Draft appears for review of the essay as a whole unit. The computer asks the

students to check their work and guides them in the use of the Add, Change text, Remove, or
Move buttons.

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Revising--Overview

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood
Log out

< Back to Learning Center | Subject | Print | Outline ‘

Essay Punch - Description: Revising--Content
Tip My Progress:
7 Revising--Conteni Styie Sentence Siruciure
Grammar Proofreading ' Publishing
Reread the first draft of your entire essay with the following questions in mind:
1) Does your essay, as a whole, stick to the subject stated at the beginning?

2) Does each paragraph stick to its particular topic?
3) Have you made your argument in a logical and convincing way?

Using the Essay Notepad tools, make any changes you think are necessary.
Essay Notepa( Add | Change text | Remove | Up move | Down move >

‘ B One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my belongings and moved from |

The computer asks the students to check their work and guides them in the use of the Add,
Change Text, Remove, and Move buttons.

Revising Options

MERIT" Welcome Bill Wood

RS

Log out
<Back to Learning Center  Subject | Print | Outline | o9 ou

Essay Punch - Description: Grammar
Tip My Progress:

Grammar Proofreading  Publishing

REVISING OPTIONS - These lessons can help you improve your writing.
Mentence Structure Proofreading and Spel check | Go to Publishing

Grammar Review - (1 of 4)
Let's look at your essay and try to improve the grammar.

First, check the agreement between subject and verb.

To see examples, use Tip. To make a change, use Change text.

Essay Notepad Add | Change text | Remove | Up move | Down maove

= One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my belongings and moved from
a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was a very scary expernence, but | rose to the
challenge and learned a lot along the way.

= The move from Chicago to New York was quite an experience. | had moved before, but never to a different city. | spent weeks
before the move deciding what to bring with me, what to leave, and what to get later, once | was seftled. When the big day finally
came, my family flew to Manhattan with me to help me move in to my new dorm.

& The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so going to a new city was a big deal.
Also, it would be my first time living on my own. It was a scary experience, but also exciting.

| learned a lot from the move to New York_ Living on my own made me much more independent. | learned to handle my own
problems without having to rely on others. It also made me appreciate home mare.

= Moving from Chicago to New York for college was a big change for me. | was in a new city, with new people and new

responsibilities. It was scary at first, but | learned along the way, and grew a lot as a person.
A

Students are presented with optional lessons to help them improve their writing.

The Revising Options menu contains four subsections: STYLE, SENTENCE STRUCTURE,
GRAMMAR, AND PROOFREADING. Each subsection contains lessons designed to help

students improve their language arts skills. The record-keeping program lets the teacher know
which subsections the students have completed.

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Publishing

Publishing Menu

[ Review | sSpel check .

Do you want to continue revising or are you ready to publish? If you want to revise, click Review. The computer
will then return to the Revising section.

Click Spell check if you want the computer to help you check your spelling.
Click Save when you are ready to save your finished essay to your Online Portfolio.

After saving you will be able to print and copy your work to a word processor.

Essay Draft

One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up
my belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York

City. It was a scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

Students are given the opportunity to continue revising their work before publishing. Students
have a final opportunity to review their work before saving it — “publishing” it — to their online
portfolio. All published writing is stored in the Online Portfolio.

Post Published Edits

Once students have finished the program, they can view their published work in the Online
Portfolio. In addition to viewing completed work, students can make edits to published essays.

Accessing Student’s Most Recent Work

View Stugent’s Work

(o Pra-wriing Notegad | S Se— © oune (o gz hotenzd 7 puniisnes Ezemy 1% post pubtishea Ests

O of the most Important moments oy I W MONG 1 New York for oollege. | packed up my bekongings nd moved from 3 Pouse I Chicag0 Wi my Sl o 2ty dorm room in New York Gy @ was 3 scary
eperience, but | rse 1o e olienge 2nd leamed 3 jot slong e vy

The move from Cricaga i Mew York wes Guie 30 experience. | had mosed betre, b never 0 diflerent oy | 5pent weeks betore e mow deckiing Wi o Dring Wil me, wi o lese, 3nd wht io gel later, onge
W Semiea. Ve M g azy INally Cae, T Sl Tiew 10 MEPEEE W M 10 RS0 M MOUE IT0 Y e dorL

‘TRe Mowe W35 IMDOTRaN 1O SVEral Te3s0ms. | M3t INS 1N CI30 1O MeaMy 19 §Ears, 50 going 10 3 New Ry Was 3 DIg 0231 AlS0. | WOUK D2 ATy TIFSE 1ETE INING On AT oW, & Was 3 5C3r) erpenence, D30
exching

le3miad 3 o from e Move 0 Nenw York. Liing on A own mace me much mone inoependent. | leamed t Randle My own prodlems winou! Raving to rely on ofers. R also Made me aporectsle home more

Wioing from Cilcage B Mew York for college Was 3 Dig change for me. | Was I 3 new oit, Wi new people 3nd new responsiolifies. Rwas scary 3t Arst, but ] leamed zlong Me way. 3nd grew 3 ot 35 3 parson.
Edied Tedt

<— Use the Edit button to make changes to your essay after it has been published

Earlier Revisions

Revigion 1
1OWI0TS 10:21:06 AW

e of e most Important maments oy 1= WSS MOVIng 1o New York for college. | packed up my Dekongings 2nd moved from 2 howse I ChiGag0 Wil Ty Samily o @y donm 1o in New York Ry R was
‘SCary expenience, ut | 102 10 e chalienge and leamed 3 101 3kng e way.

T2 MOVE oM CTIC3Z0 0 Mew YON Wa3 GURS 30 SXpenenca. | Nad MVeq DETITe, DUt NEVET 103 IMENent CRY. | SNt Weeks DETDNE 2 MOV 02CKING WAS! 10 DIING W M, WIS 10 3V8, 300 Wat 10 gt Izter.
onca | wa3s Seftled. WWhen M Dig day Anally came, my il fiew o Manhaman win me i Nelp me move inio my new domm.

‘The mowe as Important for several re3sons. | fad Ived in Chizago for nearly 19 years, 50 going 10 a new oy was 3 big dzal Also, i woukd b2 my first fime Iving on my own. & Was 3:56ar) experience, butalko
exching

le3miad 3 Iof from e MoV 0 Nenw York. Living on A own Made me much mone incependent. | leame i Randle My own prodlems winou! Raving to rely on ofers. i also Made me aporectsle Rome more

Wioing from Chicago B Mew York for college was 3 Dig change for me. | Was I 3 new ol Wil new people 3nd new responsiolifies. RWas scary 3t Arst. but ] leamed Zlong Me waj. 3nd grew 3 ot 35 3 person.

Edied Tedt

Original

e of the most Important moments of y I WSS MONG 1 New York for oollge. | packed up My Dekongings =nd moved from a howse I Chicago Wi my Ssmily o iy dorm room in New York CRy @ wss 3 scary
=perience. byt | Tose 10 e oalienge =nd leamed 3 10t 3iong e Wy

The move from Cricaga i Mew York wes Guie 30 experience. | had mosed betre, b never 0 diflerent oy | 5pent weeks betore e mow deckiing Wi o Dring Wil me, wi o lese, 3nd wht io gel later, onge
W Semiea. Ve M g azy INally Cae, T Sl Tiew 10 MEPEEE W M 10 RS0 M MOUE IT0 Y e dorL

‘TRe Mowe W35 IMDOTRaN 1O SVEral Te3s0ms. | M3t INS 1N CI30 1O MeaMy 19 §Ears, 50 going 10 3 New Ry Was 3 DIg 0231 AlS0. | WOUK D2 ATy TIFSE 1ETE INING On AT oW, & Was 3 5C3r) erpenence, D30
exching

le3miad 3 Iof from e MoV o Menw York. Liing on A own Made me much mone inoependent. | leame i Randle My own prodlems winou! Paving fo rely on ofers. i also Made me aporectsie home more

Wioing from Cicago B Mew York for college was 3 Dig change for me. | Was I 3 new oft, Wi new people 3nd new responsiolifies. Rwas scary 3t Arst, but ] leamed zlong Me way, 3nd grew 3 ot 35 3 person.

In addition to making edits, students can see the current state of their work, review past versions,
and print their newly updated essays. The essay as it was initially published will be preserved

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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both on the Published Essay screen, and on the Post Published Edits screen under the title
"Original."

Monitoring Student Work in the Online Portfolio

The Online Portfolio shows the student's most recent work in each unit. In addition, the Online
Portfolio stores all published work.

Accessing Student’s Most Recent Work

< Bill Wood =
> Essay Punch - Descrlptlon A Memorable Experience

omments | View all work for this program

Unit Ovefview View Student's Work
Pubhsh works 2 " Pre-Writing © Thesis [af © Essay " Published
Notepad Statement Outine  Notepad Essay

Curren| Toplc Overview Print

Date st: 8/22/2014 One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college | packed up

uuuuuuuu 8/22/20 ents of college ! packed up
my belongings and moved from a house in Ch|cago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York
Date lasplayed 8/29/2014 City. It was a very scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and leamed a lot along the way.

% complgte 100%

The move from Chicago to New York was quite an experience. | had moved before, but never to a Level 1)
Last sessfon time 00:17:24 different city. | spent weeks before the move deciding what to bring with me, what to leave, and what
Rounds 3 1o get later, once | was settled. When the big day finally came, my family flew to Manhattan with me
to help me move in to my new dorm. Level
Totaifime 00:45:08

The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, 50 going
J
Dragonwings - EVidence and INference (Dragonwings - £vidence and ierenc

[

Dragonwings - Text-to-Self (Dragonwings - Text-to-Self)

8 Essay Punch - Description (Essay Punch - Description)

tha Parformancsa _ Use checkhoxes to salact studants,

Deta“ f:-_”:.a Student s most L ;r;n;lﬁ;«(-:E;;s'e‘at;;nﬁ;‘n't‘s-t;-se‘;d a comment. Course Comments
recent work, click the unit FIRST NAME LAST NAME. LAST PLAYED UNIT DATE LAST % OHLINE
name in the Snapshot View. PLAYED S8 LA [ ALY
‘\\ [0 | Glenn Normile salemstu3 11172014 100%  View
. OB —_— 8/20/2014 100% o

Teachers go directly to a student's most recent work by clicking the unit name in the course
Snapshot View on their home page. Although the Parent / Tutor interface looks different, users
click the unit name on their home page as well.

Online Portfolio Performance Detail

[ MERIT" Welcome Brad Brown

Log out

‘ Home |My Profile ‘Courses |Studems |Rep0rts |Schoolr—‘ fi es |Docu.. tation |Access Periods ‘

Learning Center = Bill Wood - Essay Punch - Description > A Memorable Experience

= Bill Wood =
Essay Punch - Description - A Memorable Experience

Unit Overview View Student's Work

Published works 2 C preJiiiling lotepad  Thesis Statement  Outline

' Essay Notepad ' Published Essay " Post Published Edits
Current Topic Overview o
Date started §/20/2014

One of the most important moments of my Iife was moving to New York for college. | packed up my
Date last played 8/20/2014 belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was a

o remnleta 1nne scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

The Performance detail opens with the Notepad displaying the student’s most recent work.

Merit Software + www.meritsoftware.com ¢ 800-753-6488 « 212-675-8567
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Online Portfolio Performance Detail — Reviewing Earlier Stages

’ MFB!‘I\" Welcome Brad Brown
‘ = Log out

Home lMy Profile |Coun3e5 |Sludenl5 IReporls ‘School P e5 |DocuH ion |A,cce55 Periods |

Learning Center = Bill Wood - Essay Punch - Description > A Memerable Experience
Bill Wood
Essay Punch - Description - A Memorable Experience
|

Unit Overview View Studen
Published works 2 = Pre-Writing Notepad  Thesis Statement  Outline
 published Essay  post Published Edits

Current Topic Overview
Date started 8/29/2014

details » a
Date last played 8/29/2014 details » a
imporiance » a
% complete 100% importance » a
Last session time 00:28:32 effects » a
effects » a
Rounds 3
Total time 00:37:47

To see how the student’s writing developed you may view earlier stages of the work, such as the
student’s Pre-Writing Notepad.

Online Portfolio Performance Detail — Post Published Edits

Earlier Revisions

Revision 1
10/8/2014 10:21:05 AM 00:00:06

One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my
belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was
a scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

The move from Chicago to New York was quite an experience. | had moved before, but never to a
different city. | spent weeks before the move deciding what to bring with me, what to leave, and what to get
later, once | was seftled. When the big day finally came, my family flew to Manhattan with me to help me
move into my new dorm.

The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so going to a
new city was a big deal. Also, it would be my first time living on my own. It was a scary experience, but also
exciting.

I learned a lot from the move to New York. Living on my own made me much more independent. | learned
to handle my own problems without having to rely on others. It also made me appreciate home more.

Moving from Chicago to New York for college was a big change for me. | was in a new city, with new
people and new responsibilities. It was scary at first, but | learned along the way, and grew a lot as a
person.

Edited Text

Original

One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my
belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was
a scary experience, but | rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

To see changes that students have made to their writing after publishing, you can access the
Post Paragraph Edits tab.
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Online Portfolio — All Work for a Student

’ MERIT' Welcome Brad Brown

Log out
‘ Home |My Profile ‘Courses |Sludems |Reporls ‘Scnoot Preferences |Documentation |Access Periods | Y

Learning Center = Bill Wood - Essay Punch - Description = A Memorable Experience

Unit Overview

Published works 2

Current Topic Overview

Date started 6/29/2014
Date last played §/29/2014
0 ramnlote 1nno:

Click to view a table of contents
- Bill Wood =: listing both published work and

Essay Punch - DeW&nce work in progress.

View Student's Work

© Pre-Writing Motepad  Thesis Statement © Qutline

" Essay Notepad & Published Essay " Post Published Edits

One of the most important moments of my life was moving to New York for college. | packed up my

belongings and moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was a
scary experience, bui i rose io the chaiienge and iearned a ot aiong the way.

Online Portfolio Table of Contents

~
MERIT" Welcome Brad Brown

L t
Home ‘My Profile |CDUIses |Sludents |Reporls |Sl:h0[)| Preferences |Documenlation |Access Periods | °g ou

Student Name: Bill Wood
Maniran Coamuw Diimak Moo~
WUl 2T. I_:;Gy Fulivl = T2

Program Unit

A Memorable Experience

A Significant Place

An Important Person

Learning Center > Bill Wood - Essay Punch - Description = Essay Punch - Description All student work is stored in the

Online Portfolio. Click the link in the
Performance Detail column to view it.

Performance Detail ate Last Played

% gomplete Rounds Segment Time
shed work +/ /29/2014 100% 3 00:37:47

shed work +* 100% 3 00:45:09

To view the student's previous work select the Performance Detail you wish to view from the
online portfolio table of contents.
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Navigating the Performance Detail Interface

Q.u Wan Use the double arrows to navigate
Essay Pun:n D pl\on A rable Exper\ence between records

Unit Overview View Student's Work
Published works 2 " Pre-Writing Notepad © Thesis Statement  Qutline
 Essay Notepad  Published Essay " Post Published Edits

Current Topic Overview Diins

Date started 8/29/2014 One of the most important moments of my life was maving to Mew York for college. | packed up my belongings and
Date last played 8/29/2014 moved from a house in Chicago with my family to a tiny dorm room in New York City. It was a scary experience, but |
rose to the challenge and learned a lot along the way.

% complete 100%

Last session time 00-28:32 The move fram Chicago to New York was quite an experience. | had moved before, but never to a different city. | spent
— weeks before the move deciding what to bring with me. what to leave, and what to get later, once | was settled. When

Rounds 3 the big day finally came, my family flew to Manhattan with me to help me move into my new dorm._

Total time 00:37:47 The move was important for several reasons. | had lived in Chicago for nearly 19 years, so going to a new city was a

#=may,, big deal. Also, it would be my first time living on my own_ It was a scary experience, but also exciting.

Section Progress carned a lot from the move to New York_ Living on my own made me much more independent_ | learned to handle my

Introduction Completed owrlgroblems without having to rely on others. It also made me appreciate home more

Subject Completed ﬁom Ch|cago to New York for cmlege was a bg change for me. | was in a new city, with new people and new

Pre-Writing Completed responsmities. It was scary at first, but | leamed along the way. and grew a lot a5 a person.

Thesis Completed | == Back to

Building an Outline Completed

W¥riting—-introductory

Paragraph Completed

Writing--Body Completed .

o ) Complated The Section Progress menu tracks the exact step of the
rganizing TG Punch writing process on which the student is working. It

Coherence Completed also shows whether the student has completed the

Writing—Conclusion Completed optional revising sections.

Reviewing—-The First Draft Completed

Revising—-Content Completed
Style Completed
Sentence Structure Completed
Grammar Completed
Proofreading Completed

Publishing Completed
Sections indicated in green are optional

The Student Performance Detail also displays overview and progress statistics that the program
tracks.

Monitoring Student Work With Reports

The Reports are useful for monitoring student summary information and statistics for the Essay
Punch units. You can view and export information about a whole class.

Performance Summary Report
=1l x|

meritonlinelearning. com /OLMS [Reports/PerformanceSummaryReport. aspx?activity =0&cid =25537&ss = 1&pType =0&puid =-1&uid = 1045 |
Performance Summary Report

Student Name: Wood, Bill

Course: Essay Punch - Description
Program: Essay Punch - Description
Teacher: Brown, Brad

Select the rows you wish to view, print or export.

View/ Print

. . Completed
" Program Unit SLLARE L EE Revising Date Started Date Last Played Time
Works Progress .
Sections
r All Units 2 0 8 8/22/2014 8/29/2014 01:22:56
Sl 2 0 8 8/22/2014 8/29/2014 01:22:56
Experience

The Performance Summary report tracks the number of published works, works in progress, and
completed revising sections. It includes Date Last Played, Date Started, and Time on Task.
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Content of Essay Punch

Each unit concentrates on a specific type of essay - based on persuasion, information, or
description. Here are the subjects within each type:

Unit 1: Description

Subject: A memorable experience - One of your friends always seems to have an interesting
experience to relate. Sometimes it is a quiet experience, drawn from everyday life. Sometimes it
is a vivid memory of a past event. Now it is your turn to describe an experience or event in your
own life that you remember well because of how it made you feel or what you learned from it.
Tip: This topic will give you a chance to write about something that happened to you and how it
influenced or affected you.

Subject: A significant place - Particular places often have a special meaning, interest, or
importance. For example, a child you know loves to describe the exciting sights and sounds of a
local amusement park. An elderly neighbor remembers in detail her overcrowded home in a far-
distant town nearly seventy years ago. Now it is your turn to tell about a place, past or present,
that is significant to you.

Tip: This topic will give you a chance to describe a particular place and tell what it means to you.

Subject: Someone who has affected your life positively - You have learned about people whose
lives were touched in some significant way by another person. Now you have a chance to write
about someone who has affected your own life positively in some way.

Tip: This topic will give you a chance to write about a particular person and how he or she
touched your life.

Unit 2: Information

Subject: An area of interest - One of your friends knows all about dolphins. Another can sing all
the songs the Beatles ever wrote. Almost everyone has an interest, talent, or hobby that makes
him or her an 'expert' in some area. Describe an activity or area about which you are especially
knowledgeable.

Tip: This topic will give you a chance to describe or explain something you know well.

Subject: A modern discovery or invention - Have you ever wondered what a visitor from an earlier
time would make of our world today? Imagine that you have such a visitor. Describe a discovery
or invention made in the last one hundred years or so, and show how modern society depends on
it.

Tip: This topic will give you a chance to tell about something discovered in nature or created
entirely new within the past hundred years.

Subject: A character from a different background - You have a new neighbor, a recent arrival in
your community. Some of your friends already know something about his culture from a movie
they saw. Movies and books allow us to meet people whose lives are different from our own.
Here is your chance to tell about a movie or book that increased your knowledge of people from
another land, or from another part of America, or from a different background.

Tip: This topic will give you a chance to describe a movie or book about people from a different
place or culture.

Unit 3: Persuasion

Subject: Community service - Some members of the school board in your community have
recommended that all students be required to do community service each semester. Students are
invited to express their opinions, in writing, for or against required community service.

Tip: This subject will give you a chance to write about why required community service for all
students is a good idea or a poor idea.

Subject: A standard dress code - The principal of a local school wants to ban jewelry, hats, and
leather jackets in school and set up a standard dress code for all students. Write an essay that
argues for -- or against -- the idea of a school's having a standard dress code.
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Tip: This subject will give you a chance to write about why a standard dress code for all students
is a good idea or a poor idea.

Subject: The effects of TV - A teacher, a student, and a member of the town council appear on a
local TV talk show and debate whether television does more good than harm, or the reverse. The
program's host invites his home audience to write in their views.

Tip: This subject will give you a chance to write about the negative -- or positive -- effects of
television
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